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young king's thoughts were turning towards other
military exploits. He had come back from Stral-
sund smarting with a sense of defeat. His dreams
of great conquests had led to nothing and, like that
other young and brilliant general, Alexander the
Great, he was happy only when living with his
troops and leading them in battle.

A curious Story is told of Charles XII when he
was a young child. Reading of Alexander, he said:

'I think I would like to be like him/

cBut he only lived thirty-two years/ was the reply.

'Ah!' said the prince. 'And is not that long
enough when one has subdued kingdoms?'

There was something prophetical in such a
remark, as you shall see. About this time the king
began to make preparations for an attack on Nor-
way. No sooner was the work of Polhem and
Swedberg sufficiently advanced for two great locks
to be constructed than it was learnt that for a time
no further money was to be used for the purpose,
the king having determined to attack the town of
Fredericshall, the Strong and important fortress
belonging to Norway.

When, however, his warships attempted to ap-
proach the town from the sea, he found a fleet of
Danish vessels on the look-out. To overcome the
difficulty, Polhem thought of a plan which Peter
the Great of Russia had once attempted. He